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Singapore Through 19th-Century Photographs is a comprehensive photographic record of

Singapore from the early 1840s to the 1900s. Paired with lively commentary, the more than 120 rare

photographs from leading institutional and private collections recreate a compelling portrait of

19th-century Singapore.
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Jason Toh is a curator in the Singapore History Gallery and the Photography Gallery at the National

Museum of Singapore.

Singapore is represented through an interesting choice of subjects, with the development of the

region complemented by advancing imaging technologies of the era. Few of the streets are

recognisable today but are given depth by the accompanying captions. Some of the scenes are

mundane, and a glimpse into the every day is fascinating. Others are beautifully composed by the

resident photographers who are documented themselves.The book is well organised by region and

street and some are presented from different angles and years, documenting the rapid changes in

the cityscape.Highly recommended for historians and photography enthusiasts, even if you're

unfamiliar with Singapore.
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